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Where I’m talking from
See https://members.loria.fr/KFort/

I Language resources creation for NLP, esp. using crowdsourcing

I Ethics and NLP
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Survey in the community in 2015: ethics in your curricula

Is there any class on ethics in the curricula in which you
participate? [approx. 200 responses]

No

67.5%

I don’t want to answer

1%

Yes

19% NA
12.5%

Karën Fort, Alain Couillault. Yes, We Care! Results of the Ethics and Natural Language Processing
Surveys. LREC 2016.
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DIY Ethics: teaching experience

I from 2018
I in Grenoble, Tours, Nancy, Panthéon-Assas and Malta
I different contexts:

I an introduction to a real class on the subject ("pédagogie du
faire")

I a one-shot seminar
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DIY Ethics: organization

I 2.5 to 3h
I groups of 3 to 4
I one newspaper article per group (carefully chosen subjects) in

their language (FR/EN)
I 40 min. of reading+discussion+preparation
I 5 min. of presentation to everyone, without slides (everybody

participates) + 5 min. questions
I no evaluation

They think (autonomy), they explain (peer-learning), they debate
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Data production: real humans behind the curtain

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2018/01/amazon-mechanical-turk/551192/
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Machine Learning in the wild

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/mar/24/
tay-microsofts-ai-chatbot-gets-a-crash-course-in-racism-from-twitter
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Data minimization and informed consent

https:
//www.vice.com/en/article/m7vzjb/location-data-abortion-clinics-safegraph-planned-parenthood
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Carbon footprint

https://www.technologyreview.com/2019/06/06/239031/
training-a-single-ai-model-can-emit-as-much-carbon-as-five-cars-in-their-lifetimes/
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Long term consequences

https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2022/06/
amazon-uses-kids-dead-grandma-in-morbid-demo-of-alexa-audio-deepfake/
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Confirmation bias (and so much more)

https://www.wired.com/story/wrongful-arrests-ai-derailed-3-mens-lives/
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Red line?

https://www.wired.com/story/algorithmic-prophecies-undermine-free-will/
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Opening the ethical chakras: not just consequentialism
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A question of time

Shows that:

I ethics is about time
I in one hour we can start the reflection
I as specialists, we can go further than the journalist
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The teacher’s role: if necessary

I widening their perspective:
I the world is not only about white (male) human beings living

in rich countries/regions, with Internet access
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The teacher’s role: if necessary

I widening their perspective:
I the world is not only about white (male) human beings living

in rich countries/regions, with Internet access

I deepening their analysis:
I what happened technically?
I can we avoid this? How?
I who made the decisions?
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The teacher’s role: if necessary

I widening their perspective:
I the world is not only about white (male) human beings living

in rich countries/regions, with Internet access

I deepening their analysis:
I what happened technically?
I can we avoid this? How?
I who made the decisions?

I making them feel how important (ie responsible) they are
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Next Step: doctoral training at LORIA (Nov. 3rd & 4th)

https:
//www.loria.fr/en/explore-the-ethical-issues-of-computer-science-research-through-dystopia/
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Expected outcome

I 20-25 PhD students trained, more to come
I 6 or 7 productions, hopefully publishable (leaflets, short

stories, comics?)
I training to be "exported" to other labs (Inria?)
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Thank you for your attention and use our Bingo!

https://twitter.com/KarnFort1/status/1532699418067193857
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