Project CYCLADES
Meeting, St. Augustin, 29–30 November

Minutes

1 Participants:

CNR: Umberto Straccia, Elena Renda
FORTH: Dimitris Plexousakis, Nick Papdopoulos
ERCIM: Remi Ronchaud
UNIDO: Gudrun Fischer
FIT: Tom Gross, Hans-Ludwig Hausen, Thomas Kreifelts

Thursday Morning: Implementation

1.1 Short Presentations of all Services

· Access service

· Search and browse service

· Filtering and recommendation service

· Mediator service

· Collaborative work service and rating management service

· Collection service

· Umberto discusses the advantages of XML-RPC over SOAP, since the reviewers will certainly ask why CYCLADES uses XML-RPC

1.2 Protocol: Parameter Encoding

· <array> is used for lists

· <struct> is used for classes

· The return value ‘void’ of a method is encoded as the empty string:
<param><value><string></string></value></param>

· If (and only if) the Java XML-RPC implementations which are used in the project do not produce also XML-RPC faults as method response as specified in the XML-RPC definition, we will use as fall-back position a <struct> with members ‘fault’ and ‘returnValue’ as general method response.

· Fault codes will be integers, will not use the range of HTTP error codes, and will respect the SOAP standard

· Fault codes will consist of 5 digits; the first 2 representing the service where the error occurred‑reserving 10xxx for general fault codes to be used by all services‑the last 3 representing the error-number

Originator of error
Code

CYCLADES general error
10xxx

AS
11xxx

SB
12xxx

FRS
13xxx

CS
14xxx

CWS
15xxx

RMS
16xxx

MS
17xxx

Class Record has an additional attribute ‘name’ (the others being ‘id’ and ‘metadata’); the AS will provide the ‘best’ human-readable name for records (e.g., from the attributes of the metadata records such as title, author) 

User Interface

Collection Service:

· The number of collections can be >1000. Therefore, users should be able to specify their personal selection of collections. The CS will provide functionality at the user interface to browse collections and to select a personal set. This set will then be provided to the AS and the CWS via service calls.

General:

When the user enters the CYCLADES URL in the Web-browser, the CYCLADES start page is shown. It offers the user the possibility (e.g., links) for log in (for already registered users) or for registering (for users not registered to the system at all)
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After login, a screen is shown with 5 buttons (ADMIN, S&B, COLL, CWS, EXIT) and a frame/window containing the display of the active service (will be CWS after login). The MS will call the services via HTTP cgi calls and will display the HTML code returned by the service in the frame/window. The MS switches between services when the user hits one of the buttons. 

Pressing of the ADMIN button will present a screen where the user may select between administration of collections and archives. When collections are selected, this request along with the user access rights is forwarded to the CS which takes over. When archives are selected, the MS forwards the request to the AS via email 

Pressing of the S&B button starts a search and browse session, pressing of the COLL button starts a session for browsing collections and selecting or modifying the personal set of collections, pressing the CWS button returns to the folder view and pressing the EXIT button ends the complete Cyclades session.

Thursday Afternoon: Organisation of Deliverable D3.0.1

· Responsibilities

Introduction: CNR

· AS: UNIDO

· CWS: FIT

· SB: UNIDO

· FRS: CNR

· CS: CNR

· MS: FORTH

· RMS: FIT

· Communication protocol: FORTH and FIT

What is XML-RPC: FIT

Comparison of XML-RPC with related technology (e.g., SOAP): FORTH

Parameter encoding: FIT

· Per service we will have the following sub-sections:

Functionality (natural language)

· Process flow (e.g., process flow charts)

· Internal architecture (modules and processes between modules)

Data and method specification

· Service interaction diagrams (similar to interaction diagrams; with concrete function names)

· User interface

· Dimitris raises the issue that this deliverable is due in the middle of the implementation phase and that some issues might change after the deliverable has been submitted

Decision: there will be a final deliverable after WP3; the first version will have a label reflecting that (e.g., progress report)

The first draft of the deliverable will be finished by 9 January

Friday Morning: Organisation of review in January

1.3 Agenda of the review

· Cf. agenda distributed by Umberto with changes (e.g., workpackage names instead of numbers) 

· Concerning the presentation style: Remi distributed some general comments on experiences with reviews. Remi will provide a PowerPoint-Template for the presentation

1.4 Timing

Review will tentatively be on 21 January in Luxembourg

· By 21 December the partners will provide the skeleton of the presentations

· All partners will provide their presentations by 4 January (UniDo by 7 January) 

· CNR will provide the final presentation by 16 January 

· FIT will present WP3 

· All workpackage leaders will meet one day before the review meeting for a rehearsal

· Timing:

· CYCLADES overview 20min (CNR)

· WP1 15min (FORTH)

· WP2 25min (UNIDO)

· WP3 15min (FIT)

· WP7 10min (ERCIM/CNR)

· WP8 15min (CNR)

· WP9 20min (ERCIM/CNR)

· Umberto will send around a revised review agenda

2 Fri Afternoon: discussion

Discussion between FORTH and FIT (only) about registration and invitation of new users. As a result of the discussion, the MS will do the registration. The interaction diagrams 3.1 and 3.3 of D2.2.1 become obsolete and are replaced by the following interactions which make use of two new methods of the CWS:

(userId, folderUrl)  createUser(name, passwd, mailAddr, folderId)

void                 updatePasswd(name, passwd)

and one new method of the MS:

void                 inviteUser(mailAddr, folderId)

The ‘folderId’ parameter in createUser may be the empty string in which case the URL of the new user’s home folder is returned as ‘folderUrl’ or a valid folder id in which case the URL of this folder is returned (complete, e.g. ‘http://cyclades.gmd.de/cws/cws-cgi/0/32’ or suffix only, e.g. ‘/0/32’). The home folder URL of a user should be stored in the MS so that MS is able to show the home folder of a user after login. Interaction diagram 3.2 of D2.2.1 becomes obsolete, too, since no service interaction is involved on method level.















Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABE �1�. User interface.














Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABE �3�. Invitation.





Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABE �2�. Registration.
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� 	According to the SOAP draft 1.1, SOAP fault codes may consist of two parts separated by a dot where each part is an XML qualified name. The draft defines only two SOAP specific fault codes and two very generic fault classes.
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